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We've taken in quite a few new babies these last few weeks as well as having some of them leave.    
Evan and Joseph were united with their adoptive parents, the Woods.  That is always an exciting time.  I was able to

bring them to Port au Prince to join their parent's, and Daryl was able to visit them in Indiana in their new home.   
Marc, Obenson, Caleb, Marie, Ana, Rose-Michele, Louslanda (see inside story), and Christola all arrived with various

health and malnutrition problems.  Marc, Ana, and Obenson are all about 6 months old and were having a hard time with
GI infections.  An IV helped Marc for a few days plus medicine, but they are all slowly struggling to gain weight.  

Caleb was only 2 weeks old when he arrived and was losing weight fast with a GI infection.  But, a few difficult days
later and he's on his way back to being healthy.  

These babies are coming from tough situations also.  Marc, Caleb and Obenson's mothers have all died.  11 month
old Christola's family situation is very abusive, with her older brothers' often having cuts and injuries from their mother or
father. Michaicha and Rose-Michele were both brought to us because their mothers tried to kill them.  Both are under a
year. 

10 month old Magalie very suddenly came down with bacterial meningitis.  We brought her to Crudem hospital in
Milot, where she recovered quickly.  But, when I bring a child to the hospital, I have to provide a nanny 24/7, all diapers,
clothes, sheets, infant formula, bottles, even the drinking water.  Yet, it's worth it as this hospital has helped us and the
babies so much.   Magalie had originally been abandoned at this hospital at 5 months old and they contacted us to help.

A ministry we have wanted to provide is hospice for babies or young children who are dying.  Our first hospice baby,
Thomas, was about a year when Daryl first saw him.  His mother and father were taking him to Port au Prince to get
shunts put in for his hydrocephalus.  We helped pay for several of these trips, but each time the shunt would fail again
and Thomas would get worse.  They brought him to me a few weeks ago, saying that he had an infection and the doc-
tors at the Justinean (a local clinic) couldn't treat him anymore.  I said they could bring him here if they understood his
condition and what was going to happen.  Because of his infection (which I treated), we kept him isolated and cared for
him the best we could.  He died 2 days later.  It was very difficult having to dress him and place him in a cardboard box
to be buried.  His parents buried him later that same day, then came to our place just to say thank you.  These are diffi-
cult circumstances for families and it is our prayer that we can share the love of Christ to them as they say goodbye to
their precious child in a caring and loving atmosphere.

CalebObenson Ana Christola
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In many ways, things have not changed at all since
Aristide was forced out of power a few months ago.  The
poverty continues.   The general poor quality of life contin-
ues.

Cap Haitien is now estimated at approximately 600,000
people or more.  When we moved down here 4 years ago,
it was about 200,000.  This overcrowding has resulted in
difficulty driving the few through streets there are.  It's
caused overwhelming garbage that there is no place for.
The open ditches and sewers by the side of the road are
usually full or even piled 5 to 6 feet high causing vehicles
to have a hard time getting around.  This is human waste
as well as discarded garbage.

We are seeing much more disease and death as a
result.  We've had 5 babies that the mothers either tried to
kill them or they did not acknowledge that they had the
baby and were starving them.  A number of other babies
come from mothers too sick to care for them or who have
died.

The money exchange rate became very difficult for us
for a while, but now is back to what we were used too.
Unfortunately, the cost of everything, including food has
gone up.  What I paid for baby cereal, rice or beans last
fall I'm now paying much more even though the exchange
rate is the same.  These increases affect the Haitians
even more as many do not have any income at all.  

What government offices are open seem to be doing a
better job.  For instance, adoptions are taking place and
seem to be done quicker than before.  Customs and duty
is getting out of hand.  I think people are learning to work
without a system.  The protesting has not been seen for a
long time, but Cap Haitien has always been quieter than
Port au Prince.

We see UN helicopters flying over quite frequently.
However, the U.S. is mostly gone.  Many missionaries are
seeing their much needed volunteers returning.  Travel is
getting back to normal and the airport is open and busy.

We are not concerned about any safety issues at this
time.  We are no more at risk now than we've ever been.
Our Haitian staff and the Lagossette community are very
protective of us and the babies.  We are well respected for
the work that we are doing in the community and for the
children of Haiti.  There are risks in any type of work,
whether in the US or here, but by being so familiar with
Haitian culture it's easy to avoid those situations which
would cause problems.  

The Haitians themselves are trying to do more to
improve their situations without relying on the government.
For example, our road between here and town has enor-
mous holes the size of our vehicle, and during the rainy
season can be impassable.  Now each small community
along this 4 mile stretch is digging ditches by hand next to
the road so that the rain will fill them and run into the low-
lying fields.  It's an initiative of Haitians working together
that I've never seen before.  It's encouraging.

We have learned from the Haitians to take one day at a
time - Let God direct and take everything in stride.

LifeAfter the Uprising
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Edna was brought to us July 27 by Luanne, the
American nurse from OMS, a Haitian medical student, and
the father of the baby. The mother refused to feed her.
She is 4 months old and weighs 4 pounds 14 ounces. She
does not know how to suck, so we are trying to feed her
via a nasogastric tube. As I worked with the baby, Luanne
explained to the father that the baby might not survive.
While they talked, the father asked to accept Jesus as his
Savior and prayed to receive salvation!

Edna did very well with the ng feedings during the night
and is already looking a bit better. She has a long ways to
go. 

Newest Arrival



being used as a nursery now, but not as we intended.
Our guard dog Belle moved in and gave birth to some
pups! 

What is left is all the plumbing, electrical, plastering, fin-
ish the roof, tile the floor, paint, and to move the critters
out.  

All this is exciting as it makes caring for the babies that
much nicer.  Here is the bonus:

We have a donor that will match all donations for the
builiding to be complete and furnished.  Obviously what
you give gets doubled!  We have accomplished a lot in 3
months and we are within sight of being complete.  I have
had 3 people express interest in going to Haiti this fall to
do the plumbing,  electrical, and finish the roof if the funds
for building materials are there.  They will donate their
travel and time if we can make sure to keep them busy.

It is difficult to put a price on what is needed to com-
plete and furnish the volunteer building, but estimates are
that we need to raise $50,000 and then with the matching
funds we should have a home, finally, for Jan, Daryl and

the others that are will-
ing to live in Haiti.

Please designate any
gifts for the building.  

Four years ago most of what we would do in Haiti was
a big unknown.  We knew the need was great and God
had a plan and we could be part of that plan.  So,
in the spring of 2000 EMI (Engineering Ministries
International from Colorado Springs) sent 11 engi-
neers to Cap Haitien to lay out a design or plan for
use of 6 acres we hadjust purchased.

We had not seen our first baby yet but the vision
of the ministry was starting to unfold.  Praise God,
it is happeneing!  We moved into our new building
a year ago, but it was not complete it until this
spring.  We built bigger than what we had, but are
already outgrowing the place.  That is because the
volunteers need space also and this building was
not designed to house them.  They have been occuppying
an office, supply room and extra baby room.

While we were putting the finishing touches on that
building we were already digging the foundation for hous-
ing both short term and long term volunteers.  To date we
have all the walls up and most of the roof done. This was
done in 3 months compared to the 3 years it took for the
first building to get to this point. The volunteer building is

Louslanda’s mother wasn’t
feeding her and then went
off for 5 days to spend with
the witch doctor. The
woman is barely coherent.
Louslanda was found by
the Catholic sisters in this
severe malnourished state
in her own home. This pic-
ture is taken when we

received her, nearly 3 weeks after getting IV rehydration
and treatment for malaria and parasites at Crudem hos-
pital in Milot. She also has a
malabsorption problem right
now. She has a long ways to
go. But, she loves to eat and
drink and cuddle. Please pray
for this little girl. She weighs
11lbs 14oz and is 27in tall at
18 months old. 

Meet Louslanda

“Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me,
and anyone who welcomes me welcomes my Father who sent me.”

Mark 9:37

Construction Update

Volunteer Building

Center hallway in finished child carecenter



Just a reminder....
Matching funds are available for all

donations to our building fund.
Please designate your gift for “build -

ing” if you desire to help complete
our volunteer building.
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Providing for the needs of infants in Haiti

Return Service Requested

The Children of the Promise Board of Directors had our annual visioning retreat in June.  During this time the mem-
bers (Keith & Kammy Nelson, Bud & Jan Bonnema, Terry & Laurie Vreeman, Bryan & Sue DeGroot, and Mike
Bonnema) spent time in prayer and reflection on what God has done over the last 4 years in COTP. All were encouraged
by the vision that has been placed on Bud and Jan’s hearts for the ministry.  

As we discussed the future and where God is leading this organization, it became apparent that God has a much larg-
er plan for COTP in Haiti than just being involved with the young babies of Haiti - our facility has become a birth place
for a new development in which, through the generosity of COTP’s donors, we are able to not only provide hope for the
children, but also all those that we employ within the area. We are able to change their lives by providing jobs for them
so they can provide a better life for themselves.  We are changing Haiti 1 person (or family) at a time. 

So where do we go with this?  The need is so great around the countryside of Cap Haitien for more infant care facili-
ties.  Could we duplicate what we have in another area?  Could we impact another village and those nearby?  By the
end of our weekend everyone felt that, even though this is a big vision, we serve a mighty God and He will make the
way.  We are currently identifying areas of need and possible building sites.  We are receiving infants from further and
further away currently.  Where can we locate to be more accessible?

So as you pray for COTP, ask that God would begin to open doors to other areas of Haiti. We also ask for additional
leadership in making these steps.  We will need more volunteers - both long term and short term.

Just think about the possibilities!  Changing a nation, one person, one village, one baby, one family at a time. WOW!

Keith Nelson

USA Board Report


